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PREFACE 

 
There is need to increase the membership in the Military Order of the Cootie --
- 
There is a hesitancy on the part of many good Veteran of Foreign War 
members to subject themselves to strenuous initiations carried on by some Pup 
Tents --- 
It is believed that greater emphasis should be placed on the humanitarian 
principles of the Organization rather than upon the humiliating aspects of the 
Third Degree work --- 
THEREFORE, it is in this spirit that: 

(1) Except for the obligations, signs and passwords portions of this Ritual, 
its application to individual persons is optional with the Supreme 
Commander, Grand Commanders, Pup Tent Seam Squirrels, Installing 
or Instituting Officers concerned, based on the best interest of the 
individuals and/or the Military Order of the Cootie, and 

(2) Except for the INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS, no portion of this 
Ritual, including any initiation or degree work, shall be conducted in 
public. 
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FOREWARD 

The Military Order of the Cootie of the United States was primarily organized 
as a fun organization, with no valid reason to duplicate the solemn work of our 
parent organization. 

Our objectives --- Clean fun, harmless frolic, good comradeship and a desire 
to increase our circle of friends in the VFW and the M.O.C., services to the 
VFW, the widows and orphans in our National Home, the hospital program of 
“Keep ‘Em Smilin’ in Beds of White.”  At all times, neat appearance, conduct 
becoming a Cootie and gentleperson, while in public and at VFW and M.O.C. 
activities. 
 
Stay on the beam, heed good advice, keep our organization clean. 

To help gain this goal is the purpose of this Ritual.  Read and follow it 
carefully. 

Our motto:  “Honor – Loyalty – Perseverance – and Industry.” 
“The Honor Degree of the Veterans of Foreign Wars” 
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CODE FOR TRANSMISSION OF UNWRITTEN WORK 
 

51    49    47    45    43    41    39    37    35    33    31    29    27 
W P     A     M    Y     G    T   Q   B  O L I     U 
 
25    23    21    19    17    15    13    11     9      7      5      3      1 
S      X     N      V     Z     C      F K   R  D     H     E     J 

(2 REPEATER) 

PUP TENT OFFICERS (SHAVETAILS) 
Equivalent VFW Office in Italics

 
SEAM SQUIRREL               S.S.
Commander
BLANKET BUM               B.B.
Senior Vice Commander 
HIDE GIMLET                   H.G. 
Junior Vice Commander 
HUNGRY COOTIE               H.C.
Adjutant
CUSTODIAN OF THE CRUMMY DUFFEL BAG      C.C.D.B. 
Quartermaster 
PROVOST MARSHAL              P.M. 
Officer of the Day
SHIRT READER               S.R.
Master of Ceremonies
JIMMY LEGS               J.L.
Officer of the Guard 
SKY PILOT                S.P.
Chaplain
SHYSTER     S.
Judge Advocate 
KEEPER OF THE LOUSY RECORDS            K.L.R. 
Historian 
PILL PUSHER                    P.P. 
Surgeon 
TIGHT WADS                  T.W. 
Trustees 
NEWSHOUND                  N.H. 
Publicity Chairman 
VFW BOOSTER CHAIRMAN 
HOSPITAL CHAIRMAN 
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WINDJAMMER W.J.
Bugler
DELOUSING CREW D.C.
Degree Team
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INSTRUCTIONS TO SEAM SQUIRRELS FOR 
CONDUCTING 

THE BUSINESS OF OPENING AND CLOSING SCRATCHES 

1. The Ritual should be followed as closely as possible.  All Pup Tent Shavetails 
should familiarize themselves with their parts so they do not have to read it, but 
commit part to memory. 

2. Each Shavetail should be so familiar with the part of the initiation work to not have 
to read it but simply use the Ritual as a guide.

3. Rules of order for the VFW should be reversed.  To vote in the affirmative a Cootie 
should say “no”, to vote in the negative a Cootie should say “yes”.  Instead of 
making a motion, they should rise and say, “I second the motion…”  A Cootie who 
intends to second the motion should rise and say. “I make that motion.”  To grant a 
member the privilege of the floor, the Seam Squirrel should declare a member out of 
order, and tell them to shoot.  To make a member sit down and take the floor away 
from them, the Seam Squirrel should declare them in order and tell them to sit 
down.  For a member to receive the privilege of the floor, they should rise, standing 
upright with their left hand behind their back, right forearm horizontal, the height of 
their chin, and give the Cootie Salute by scratching their chin while saying, “Cootie 
No. So and So is speaking.”  The Seam Squirrel should say, “Cootie No. So and So 
is out of order. Shoot.”

4. On opening the Scratch, after the giving of the sign and password of the First 
Degree, all dues cards shall be verified by the Hide Gimlet and Blanket Bum.  Third 
Degree members only should be entitled to the Third Degree password.

5. Pup Tent Shavetails shall hold a Scratch once every month and plan the Pup Tent 
activities for the next month or specified period; and give this information to all 
members of the Pup Tent. This will build up membership and keep the members 
active in the Pup Tent.  

 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR 

CUSTODIANS OF THE CRUMMY DUFFEL BAG (C.C.D.B.) 
 

1. Receive all funds for the Pup Tent and enter the correct amount in the CCDB’s 
ledger, giving a Dues Card to members as a receipt for dues paid.  Insist upon seeing 
a VFW Dues Card paid to date before accepting Cootie dues. 

2. Pay all bills approved by the membership and with the signature of the Seam 
Squirrel.

3. To make monthly report of Per Capita Tax on all members who have paid dues for 
the full year. 

4. Immediately after an Atom receives their First Degree, the CCDB shall forward the 
initiation fee in accordance with the provisions of Article I, Section 108, Supreme 
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By-Laws.  The CCDBs shall discharge their duties in accordance with the 
provisions of Article III, Section 314, Supreme By-Laws.  Pup Tents under the 
jurisdiction of a Grand Pup Tent will forward an additional fifty (50) cents to the 
Grand Pup Tent as the Grand Pup Tent initiation fee.  Upon receipt of the initiation 
fee, the Supreme Quartermaster will forward one Cootie hat with the State name 
only on it, one pair of Tassels and one Lapel Insignia, to the Pup Tent CCDB, to be 
delivered to each new member, only when they have received their Cootie Degree 
(or the Third Degree).  The Pup Tent CCDB shall issue only a Dues Card to the new 
members on the date of their initiation.

5. Any time when any questions pertaining to the CCDB’s work or duties are not 
thoroughly clear, Pup Tent CCDBs are admonished to get the information by 
writing directly to the Supreme Quartermaster. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE HUNGRY COOTIE 
 

1. The Hungry Cootie of the Pup Tent shall keep the books and files properly 
prepared.

2. The Hungry Cootie should have at all times: 
a. The By-Laws and Ritual, and all Rules and Regulations of the M.O.C. 
b. A file of the original applications of every member of the Pup Tent 
c. The Minutes of all Scratches in a proper manner, noting that same have been 

approved, corrected, etc. 
d. A file of all orders of the Pup Tent Seam Squirrel, Bulletins and Special 

Notices as well as meeting notices.  All lawful orders and bulletins as issued 
by the Grand and Supreme Commanders shall be kept in proper order for 
reference. 

e. A letter file for all communications and orders. 
f. A roll of deceased members of the Pup Tent with the date of death and 

location of burial plot. 
g. A book wherein shall be listed the names of those who have been rejected 

for membership, reason for same and the date. 
3. They shall sign all vouchers for expenditures, presenting same to the Seam Squirrel 

and Tight Wads for signature before turning them over to the CCDB for payment. 
4. They shall notify all applications in writing to appear for initiation. 
5. They shall prepare all reports and returns as may be required by the Seam Squirrel 

of the Pup Tent, Grand and Supreme Commander, and seeing that a copy is 
forwarded to the proper persons.  These reports must be made out and properly 
signed and forwarded with a check for per capita tax from the CCDB on the first 
day of the quarters beginning January, April, July and October.

6. The Hungry Cootie should, when any questions arise pertaining to the office or the 
duties, contact the superior officers as to routine to follow. 

7. The Hungry Cootie shall keep all bits of news information and see that they are 
forwarded to the Historians of the Grand and Supreme Pup Tents, thus aiding the 
Keepers of the Lousy Records to carry out their duties. 

8. All records will be turned over to the next appointed Hungry Cootie. 
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OPENING OF THE SCRATCH INCUBATION 

S.S.:  Nits will seek their seams and give their attention to the 
business of the evening.  Nits will display the sign of 
incubation. (Sign of Incubation – One pant leg rolled up.) 

S.S.: (When Ready)  Blanket Bum, what are the first symptoms of 
an Atom? 

B.B.: (rising) An Itching to become a Nit. 
S.S.:  Hide Gimlet, what is a Nit? 
H.G.: (rising) A Comrade who is closer than a Brother. 
S.S.:  Provost Marshal, what steps must be taken by an Atom before 

one becomes a Nit? 
P.M.: (rising) Backward steps. 
S.S.:  Jimmy Legs, what is the first great duty of all true Nits? 
J.L.: (rising)  To increase and Multiply. 
S.S.:  Nits, let us all attend to that important duty and cause some 

Atom to take these backward steps at our next Scratch.  Nits 
will prepare to prove they are entitled to be present at this 
Scratch. 

(Nits will form in double rank, or fours if necessary, in the center of 
the room, facing away from the S.S., forming on B.B. and H.G., who 
will station themselves six feet in front of and facing away from S.S.  
When all are in line…) 
S.S.:  Show me! 
(B.B. and H.G. face about and give the Nit sign after which they 
cause the rest of the column to face about by twos, give the Nit sign 
and password and showing a current dues card, after which they take 
their seats.  When a have been seated….) 
 
(B.B. and H.G. advance to the front of the S. S station and Salute.) 
 
B.B.:  We find all Cooties present lousy and therefore entitled to 

remain. 
S.S.:  That is lousy.  Resume your stations. 
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S.S. : Being satisfied that all present are crummy, and that we are 
all therefore on an equal footing, I, the most crummy of all 
for the time being, do declare this Scratch open for business, 
and each and every Nit who has anything to offer for the 
good of the order or the members thereof shall be duly bound 
to present it for consideration.  We will now proceed with the 
regular order of business.  (Two raps of the gavel – All rise.) 

S.S.:  Provost Marshal, you will retire with the Delousing Crew and 
advance the Colors. 

 
(Colors are placed.) 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

S.P.:  O Thou Great and Eternal God, We are reminded there are 
times of sorrow and of joy, times when we should be quiet 
and times we should be heard.  We would pray Thy blessing 
on our beloved military order. 

 In these days of great concern, help us to assert ourselves 
when we should and to accomplish our purposes without 
offense to our fellow veterans. Give us the insight we pray 
Thee to have all concern for sick comrades not only by 
material giving but also showing concern by praying for them 
and their dependents. 

 As we look to the days ahead, may we by our faithfulness to 
the VFW advance its cause and programs and by so doing 
also advance our cause. May we serve our beloved order and 
our comrades in such a way that we will receive eternal life 
as our reward, so help me God. 

       Amen. 
 
S.S.:  Cooties, Attention! Salute the Colors----Present Arms (pause) 

Order, Arms! 
S.S.:  Cooties, you will join me in the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

flag of the United States of America.  Present Arms! 
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I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of 
America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation 
under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

S.S.:  Order Arms! (One rap of the gavel – All but S.S. may be 
seated.) 

S.S.:  Hungry Cootie, you will call the roll of Shavetails.  (H.C. 
rises, P.M. rises, both give the Cootie Salute; H.C. calls the 
roll; P.M. answers present for those absent and absent for 
those present; when through the H.C. sits down.) 

P.M.:  Seam Squirrel, the roll has been called, absentees have been 
noted.  (P.M. remains standing.) 

S.S.:  That is lousy.  You will now direct to my station visitors of 
note. 

(Visitors are conducted to and seated to right of S.S. station.) 
S.S.:  Hungry Cootie, are there any applications for membership to 

this Crummy Fraternity? 
(Reading of Applications for Membership.) 
(If no Atoms) H.C.:  Seam Squirrel, there are no Atoms wailing at 

the outer seams; we can proceed with our regular Scratch. 
(If there are Atoms) H.C.:  Seam Squirrel, there are _______ 

Atom(s) wailing at our outer seams, seeking admission and a 
right to partake of our miseries and pleasures. 

S.S.:  Hungry Cootie, that is lousy, you will read the pleas of those 
who desire to join our Crummy Fraternity. 

(Applications are read, and when through): 
S.S.:  Cooties, you have heard the pleas.  Will those who are willing 

to vouch for these Atoms now report? 
(Investigating Committee reports.  When through): 
S.S.:  That is lousy.  Cooties, you will now express your desires in 

secret.  (Refer to Balloting, Article I, Section 105, Supreme 
By-Laws.) 

S.S.: Provost Marshal, you will prepare the Crummy Duffel Cage 
(ballot box) and place it in the proper location.  (Ballot box is 
placed on S.S. station.) 
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S.S.: Cooties, you will now vote on the Atoms’ pleas for admission 
to the crummy seams of this Pup Tent, remembering that the 
white elects and black rejects.  Vote for the best interest of 
this Pup Tent.  Line up and do your duty. 

(When the voting is complete): 
S.S.:  Provost Marshal, you will convey this Crummy Cage to the 

B.B. for inspection.  (B.B. glances at the coins.  If too many 
copper, reports the Atoms are innocent and rejected.  Voting 
is then repeated.  If silver is the majority, B.B. reports:) 

B.B.:  Seam Squirrel, I find the Atoms lousy.  Provost Marshal, you 
will return the Crummy Cage to the Custodian of the 
Crummy Duffel Bag for safe keeping. 

S.S.:  Cooties, by your actions you have expressed a desire to have 
the following Atoms (names) join our ranks. 

S.S.:  Custodian of the Crummy Duffel Bag, have the Atoms parted 
with enough duffel to your satisfaction? (all fees paid) 

C.C.D.B.:   Seam Squirrel, that has been fully taken care of.  They 
are welcome. 

S.S.:  Hungry Cootie, you will place the names of these Atoms on 
our Honor Roll (records) and notify them to present 
themselves at the proper time to receive the applications of 
Sulphur Ointment of Happiness. 

S.S.:  Before we go into the Degree Work, all members should 
understand that this Ritual is a combination of the former 
Long and Short Form Rituals.  The Degrees given by the Pup 
Tents are at the discretion of the Pup Tents.

 

INITIATION – FIRST DEGREE 

INCUBATION 
 

S.S.:  (Raps for order)  Inconsequential Nits, we are about to have 
the supreme pleasure of conferring the Nit degree on such 
innocent Atoms as are now wailing at the outer seams if this 
Pup Tent. 
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(Note:  The P.M. is to remain in the room to preserve the order.)
S.S.:  Shirt Reader, you will obtain from the Hungry Cootie the 

names of the Atoms who have been duly qualified by the 
membership of this Pup Tent for admission to these seams.  
Retire t the outer seams.  Assemble and escort to the Sky 
Pilot’s station the Atoms-in-waiting so that they may receive 
his wise counsel. 

S.S.:  Prepare the Atoms to receive the Short-Form First Degree 
initiation. 

(Note:  The Shirt Reader will blindfold the Atoms and line them up 
facing away from the door.  When ready, knocks loudly.) 
J.L.: Who knocks there? 
S.R.:  Shirt Reader with innocent Atoms who have been accepted 

for membership in this Crummy Fraternity. 
J.L.:  Enter Shirt Reader and proceed to our wise counselor, the Sky 

Pilot. 
(Shirt Reader backward marches the Atoms to the Sky Pilot’s station 
and halts.) 
S.R.:  Oh mighty Sky Pilot, I bring before you these innocent Atoms 

who are on their first journey through the seams of this Pup 
Tent.  They humbly plea for wisdom. 

S.P.:  Most innocent Atoms, the time is rapidly approaching when 
you will be transformed from an Atom to a Nit.  I hope the 
transformation will be of benefit to you by increasing your 
circle of friends and teaching you that a smile and pleasant 
word is always worthwhile.  We seek to teach you industry 
and perserverance, to show you that there are others less 
fortunate than you, those that lay in beds of white and those 
that have lost their loved ones and are not in our National 
Home.  We seek to remind you that HONOR and LOYALTY 
will remove many obstacles from your path in your pursuit of 
happiness and peace.  I urge you to be guided by our 
namesake, the Cootie.  He is never known to start something 
he did not finish.  He is a hound for punishment and never 
knows when he is licked.  He is never alone, but always 
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surrounded by friends.  Misfortune never daunts him and 
while he may think the world owes him a living, he knows 
that the surest way to get it is to go out and hustle for himself. 

S.P.:  Shirt Reader, you will guide the Atoms to the Hide Gimlet.  
They have proven themselves lousy. 

(Shirt Reader backward marches them to the H.G., faces them away 
from the H.G. station, removes blindfolds, and when ready): 
S.R.:  Hide Gimlet, before you stand innocent Atoms who have 

received instruction from the Sky Pilot.  They are here for 
further instructions. 

H.G.:  Innocent Atoms, you have been blessed with wise counsel 
from the Sky Pilot.  It is now my duty to inform you that we 
are not going to have a lots of fun with you.  We do not 
intend to heap all sorts of indignities upon you to make you 
look as ridiculous as we possibly can before all those 
assembled here, 

H.G.:  Shirt Reader, you will guide these innocent Atoms to the 
Seam Squirrel for advice as to what is expected of the 
inhabitants of the seams of this Pup Tent. 

(Atoms a backward marched to the S.S. Station.) 
S.R.:  Seam Squirrel, these innocent Atoms have backed into this 

Scratch according to custom.  They have been counseled by 
the Sky Pilot. They have also been advised by the H.G.  They 
are ready to receive the pledge of secrecy. 

S.S.:  Shirt Reader, that is lousy.  You may resume your station. 
S.S.:  Innocent Atoms, before proceeding further along the seams of 

this Pup Tent it will be necessary for you to take an 
obligation of secrecy which, I admonish you, is not to be 
taken frivolously.  If you feel you cannot take such an 
obligation that will bind your tongue in silence forever, let it 
be known now.  Hearing no objections, you will raise your 
right hand and repeat after me.  Pronounce you name when I 
pronounce mine. 

I ______(NAME)     in the presence of the officers – and members 
of this Pup Tent do sincerely promise – upon my honor as a comrade 
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– and a Veteran of Foreign Wars – that I will forever keep secret –
any and all the events – that transpire in any Pup Tent – of the 
Military  Order of the Cootie – that I will not make known – to 
anyone outside the confines of a Pup Tent of this Order – any secret 
work oral or written.  I furthermore promise – that I will not pollute 
the seams – of    this Pup Tent – by inviting for membership – any 
Atom whom I know is unworthy.  All this I promise to uphold as a 
comrade – and should my affiliations with this Order – cease at any 
time – I will keep inviolate this obligation – as though I had 
remained a member thereof – I  hope to be despised – as a 
loathsome, crawling reptile – among my fellow beings. 
(Lower hands) 
S.S.:  Provost Marshal, you will now instruct these Atoms in the full 

work unwritten and the signs and password of this degree. 
(Note:  Atoms a given all the signs and password of this degree, also 
the following): 

(1) Sign of Incubation – One pant leg rolled up 
(2) Nit Sign – Stand erect, scratch groin with both hands 
(3) Nit Password – S.O.L. 
(4) Nit at play – Lay on the floor, face down, hands over 

head, one leg erect 
1. Rules of the order for the VFW will be reversed.  To vote in 

the affirmative a Cootie should say “no”, to vote in the 
negative a Cootie should say “yes”.  Instead of making a 
motion, they should rise and say, “I second the motion…”  A 
Cootie who intends to second the motion should rise and say. 
“I make that motion.”  To grant a member the privilege of the 
floor, the Seam Squirrel should declare a member out of order, 
and tell them to shoot.  To make a member sit down and take 
the floor away from them, the Seam Squirrel should declare 
them in order and tell them to sit down.  For a member to 
receive the privilege of the floor, they should rise, standing 
upright with their left hand behind their back, right forearm 
horizontal, the height of their chin, and give the Cootie Salute 
by scratching their chin while saying, “Cootie No. So and So is 
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speaking.”  The Seam Squirrel should say, “Cootie No. So and 
So is out of order. Shoot.” 

2. On opening the Scratch, after the giving of the sign and 
password of the First Degree, all dues cards shall be verified 
by the Hide Gimlet and Blanket Bum.  Third Degree members 
only shall be entitled to the Third Degree password. 

3. Pup Tent Shavetails shall hold a Scratch once every month and 
plan the Pup Tent activities for the next month or specified 
period; and give this information to all members of the Pup 
Tent. This will build up membership and keep the members 
active in the Pup Tent. 

4. . 
P.M.:  Seam Squirrel, the Atoms are now ready to be called Nits. 
S.S.:  Provost Marshal, that is lousy.  You may resume your station. 
S.S.:  Inconsequential Nits, you have this day been transformed from 

an Atom to a Nit, which is the first step in your journey to 
that sublime position enjoyed by a Cootie.  There are two 
more degrees that you must take before becoming a full-
fledged Cootie, with it the age of peace and happiness.  As 
soon as you have made suitable progress in conducting 
yourselves as a Nit, you will be entitled to make application 
to the next higher section of this Order, the degree of 
Grayback.  You must remember that your membership in this 
Order depends upon your active membership in our parent 
organization.  Reinstatement in the VFW does not necessarily 
mean your reinstatement in the M.O.C.  You must present a 
paid-up receipt card in the VFW with a card in the Nit degree 
before you can gain admission to a Scratch of this Order.  It is 
with my best wishes that you may become a real member of 
this great fun loving Order, that you will be an asset rather 
than a liability.  I now declare a recess of five minutes to that 
you may be properly welcomed to the seams of this Pup Tent. 

(After Recess) 
(Proceed with regular order of business.) 
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INITIATION – SECOND DEGREE 

TRANSFORMATION 
 

S.S.:  (When Ready)  We are about to enjoy the supreme pleasure of 
the evening, the conferring of the second degree, or 
Transformation, upon such unsuspecting Nits as may be 
outside our door.  Provost Marshal, ascertain if there are any 
Nits scratching at the seams of this Pup Tent. 

(Provost Marshal advances to the center of the floor, salutes the 
Seam Squirrel and retires to perform their duties.) 
S.S.:  The Blanket Bum will display the proper regalia.  Graybacks 

will display the sign of Transformation. 
P.M.:  Seam Squirrel, I find ___ Nits waiting to be transformed 

from a Nit to a Grayback.  (Retires to P.M. station after 
saluting the Seam Squirrel.) 

S.S.: Hungry Cootie, have these pests received the degree of Nit in 
true form? 

H.C.:  Seam Squirrel, they have. 
S.S.: Custodian of the Crummy Duffel Bag, have you frisked them 

for the needful francs and pesos? 
C.C.D.B.:  Seam Squirrel, I have. 
S.S.:  Shirt Reader, you will retire and prepare the Nits in waiting for 

the degree of Grayback. 
(Shirt reader advances to the center of floor, salutes and retires.) 
S.R.:  (In the anteroom) Inconsequential Nits, you seek advancement 

to our hunting grounds.  If you are willing to proceed, okay, 
but if not, withdraw.  The lessons and knowledge that await 
you are many.  Are you willing to proceed? 

Nits:  We are. 
(Shirt Reader knocks at the door.) 
J.L.:  Who scratches there? 
S.R.:  The Shirt Reader of this Pup Tent with ______ 

inconsequential Nits who wish to learn the information given 
in this 2nd Degree of Transformation. 



16 

J.L.: (to Shirt Reader) Do they know what awaits them?
S.R.:  They do not.  They will learn as they advance. 
J.L.:  Good, advance them. 
(Shirt Reader enters with the Nits, marching around the hall, lights 
dimmed.  Reaching the station of the Provost Marshal, the Provost 
Marshal will halt them.) 
P.M.: Nits, halt! 
S.R.:  (to Nits) Nits, halt! 
P.M.:  Shirt Reader, who are these insignificant beings you have in 

charge? 
S.R.:  They are Nits from the outside who desire admission to our 

seams, there to be deloused and cleansed so that they may 
walk upright on bended knees through the fertile hunting 
grounds that have been prepared for all deserving Species 
Peduculi. 

P.M.:  Proceed, watch well your charge, that none may fall by the 
wayside and thereby throw discord in our ranks through their 
unworthiness.  Take these Nits to the station of the Hide 
Gimlet who will examine them as to their fitness as members 
of this Pup Tent. 

S.R.: (to Nits) Forward, March. 
(Shirt Reader marches Nits to the station of the Hide Gimlet.) 
S.R.:  Hide Gimlet, I present to you these Nits found loitering in the 

pastures about our feeding grounds.  Their life has been one 
of pleasure seeking while we are devoting our time to work. 

H.G.:  Inconsequential Nits, you have been found loitering while our 
Brothers and Sisters are hard at labor.  Your life has been 
filled only with a desire for pleasure while ours is one of 
sacrifice.  You will soon be transformed from a Nit to a 
Grayback and your lives from one of pleasure seeking to one 
of labor, and I trust that the Transformation may be complete.  
Shirt Reader, conduct these Nits to the Blanket Bum for 
further examination. 

S.R.: (to Nits) Forward, March. 
(Shirt Reader marches Nits to the station of the Blanket Bum.) 
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S.R.: Blanket Bum, by direction of the Hide Gimlet, I present these 
Nits to you for your examination. 

B.B.:  Inconsequential Nits, the time is rapidly approaching when 
these pleasures you have been seeking will be no more. It is 
well that as youths you should spend your time in play that 
your minds and your bodies might become better fitted for 
your future work.  Just as the Atom by nature’s process 
blossoms forth into a Nit, so will you Nits take another step 
toward maturity by being transformed into a Grayback.  The 
process is slow, the better to fit you for the succeeding degree 
and to maintain that only the fittest survive to reach that 
sublime degree of a Cootie. 

B.B.:  Shirt Reader, guard well these Nits as they enter the portals of 
our sublime order.  You will escort these Nits to the station of 
the Seam Squirrel. 

 (Shirt Reader marches Nits to the station of the Seam Squirrel.) 
S.R.:  Seam Squirrel, these Nits who appear before you ask for 

knowledge as they journey through this life to the happy 
hunting grounds of all Cooties. 

S.S.:  Inconsequential Nits, the hour of your transformation has 
come.  Your days of pleasure are no more.  You are about to 
reach another milestone of that journey upon which you are 
all bound.  Many times you will be called upon for the last 
ounce of strength and who knows, but even that may fail as 
many of our namesakes have failed in the past.  It is fitting 
that I should remind you at this time of some of the things 
that will be expected of you when you approach the altar of 
Hi Highness, the Great Blue Louse.  Let me caution you that 
this order has no room for parasites.  Every member to enjoy 
the freedom of our seams must produce something 
worthwhile, otherwise you will find yourselves wandering 
alone without friends or hopes.  If you are unable to do your 
bit, we do not want you, and the sooner you make youself 
scarce, the better we will like it. But if your purposes are 
noble, you will find willing hands and hearts ready to assist 
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you.  It will be necessary before you are advised of the secrets 
of our labors that you will assume an obligation of secrecy.  
Are you willing to assume such an obligation? 

Nits:  We are. 
S.S.:  Shirt Reader, form the Nits in a semicircle in front of this 

station. 
S.S.:  (when ready)  You will each raise your right hand and repeat 

after me.  I (your name) – in the presence of the members of 
this Pup Tent – and upon my honor as a comrade – hereby 
solemnly promise – that I will not make known – any of the 
secrets of this degree – to any person or persons – 
whomsoever – who is not a member – in good standing – of a 
Pup Tent – and not entitled to the same.  I furthermore 
promise – that I will not repeat – any of the vents – that 
transpire – in a Pup Tent – to any person whomsoever – not 
entitled to the same – under no less penalty – than that of 
being degraded – and expelled from this degree – and 
deprived of the associations – of my loyal comrades. 

(Down hands.) 
S.S.:  Shirt Reader, you will conduct these Nits to the station of the 

Hide Gimlet. 
(Shirt Reader marches Nits to the station of the Hide Gimlet.) 
H.G.:  (to Shirt Reader) Listen Grayback. 
S.R.:  Nits, halt! 
H.G.:  Inconsequential Nits, you did good work as Nits and as a 

result you seek advancement to the rank of Grayback.  Shirt 
Reader, you will conduct these Nits to the station of the 
Blanket Bum for further instruction. 

(Shirt Reader marches Nits to the station of the Blanket Bum.) 
B.B.:  (to Shirt Reader) Listen Grayback. 
S.R.:  Nits, halt! 
B.B.:  What seekest thou? 
One Nit:  A shortcut to more fertile hunting grounds. 
B.B.:  Inconsequential Nits, think not to escape the road from a Nit 

to that of Grayback.  The degree of Grayback is not so easily 
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attained, nor its hunting grounds so easily found.  The 
Grayback has a mighty work to perform in the world, a task 
that requires courage, perseverance and strength.  A Nit must 
stick to the hardest seams for a Nit is closer than a Brother.  
He knows no relaxation for a Nit is busier than a bee.  We 
hope that you will have all these qualities so necessary to 
attain this degree.  Shirt Reader, you will conduct these Nits 
to the anteroom to await further work of this degree. 

(Shirt Reader and Provost Marshal take the Nits to the anteroom.) 
* * * 

 
Hall now will be prepared for the Second Section of this Degree.  
All necessary equipment for this ritualistic degree will be set up at 
once.  Remote control of the microphone will be adjusted to the 
speakers’ voices.  Cooties to be stationed in places to avoid and 
chance of getting wire pulled from outlets.  One to be at the 
amplifier to see that it does not distort and proper tone is assured. 
(Shirt Reader and Provost Marshal with Nits in the anteroom.) 

(1) Sign of transformation – Both pant legs rolled up. 
(2) Grayback sign – Stand erect, both hands scratching breasts. 
(3) Grayback password – A.W.O.L. 
(4) Grayback at play – Lie on floor, face down, hands over 

head, both legs erect. 

INITIATION – THIRD DEGREE 

AGGRAVATION 

S.S.:  (Raps for order and when ready)  We are about to enjoy the 
Supreme Pleasure of the day, the conferring of the HONOR 
DEGREE of Cootie upon such unsuspecting Graybacks, who 
attend this scratch. 
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(Note:  No regalia is displayed as all room available is needed for 
the movement of the Delousing Crew.) 
S.S.:  All Graybacks who have not received the Supreme Ointment 

of Happiness will now retire to the outer seams of this Pup 
Tent.  Shirt Reader, you will obtain from the Hungry Nit the 
names of the Graybacks who are qualified to receive the 
COOTIE Degree and retire with the Graybacks and perform 
the duties of your office. 

(Note:  The Provost Marshal is to remain in the room to help 
preserve order.) 
S.S.:  (when ready) All true Graybacks will not display the sign of 

Aggravation, line up in columns of fours facing the B.B. 
station, and when called on, prove by this sign and password 
your right to roam the seams of this Pup Tent as a Cootie.  
(B.B. and H.G. take of password.) 

S.S.: (when ready) First four, show me. 
(Note:  Small fine for those who do not properly execute the sign or 
fail to give the password properly.) 
S.S.:  (when through)  Being satisfied that all are lousy and crummy, 

we will now proceed with the application of the Supreme 
Ointment of Happiness. 

S.S.:  Provost Marshal, you will notify the Shirt Reader to conduct 
the Graybacks, by way of the Hide Gimlet’s station, to my 
station for the Cootie Cuss. 

P.M.: Shirt Reader, by order of the Seam Squirrel, you are to 
conduct the Graybacks to his station for the solemn Cootie 
Cuss. 

(Shirt Reader knocks on door.) 
J.L.:  Who knocks there? 
S.R.:  Shirt Reader with Graybacks. 
J.L.:  That is lousy.  Proceed. 
S.R.:  Graybacks, forward march. 
(Shirt Reader marches Graybacks past the Sky Pilot’s and Seam 
Squirrel stations on their way to the Hide Gimlet and halts.  All 
remain still and quiet in the ranks and sidelines.) 
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H.G.: Graybacks, you are nearing your journey’s end.
(Shirt Reader marches Graybacks to the B.B. station, halts and 
remains quiet.) 
B.B.:  Graybacks, you have traveled another milestone.  Before you 

there lie Fertile Hunting Grounds.  Do not despair, industry 
and perseverance have brought you closer to your goal.  
Proceed cautiously. 

(Shirt Reader marches Graybacks to the Sky Pilot’s station, halts and 
remains quiet.) 
S.P.:  Graybacks, you are another step closer to your goal.  Oh, 

mighty Great Blue Louse, grant that these defenseless vermin 
be spared for a lousy and useful life, so that they may bring 
before us more of the Specie Pediculi.  Proceed with courage. 

(Shirt Reader marches Graybacks to S.S. station and halts.) 
S.R.:  By your instructions I bring before you these Graybacks. 
S.S.:  Shirt Reader, that is lousy.  Remain close by. 
S.S.:  Graybacks, you are about to receive the Supreme Sulphur 

Ointment of Happiness.  Before proceeding further, you are 
required to take a solemn Cootie Cuss.  Are you willing to 
abide by it? 

Graybacks:  I am. 
S.S.:  You will raise your left hand and repeat after me.  Having 
made application for membership – in this Crummy Fraternity – and 
believing myself to be – dizzy enough to feel at home among these 
vermin – imbecile enough to be lonesome away from them – and 
insignificant enough so that no one cares – if I am clean or crummy 
– I do truthfully – oathfully – absolutely – and outrageously – 
promise and agree – to love and obey – any and all Specie Pediculi – 
who may hereafter – from any cause whatsoever – attach themselves 
to me – or my possessions.  I will not use – nor allow others to use – 
more than two hands – at any time – for the purpose of annoying – 
irritating – or turning over – said affectionate Pediculi. 
I furthermore promise – by the fangs and claws – of the Great Blue 
Louse – that I will set up a wail – unto high heaven – should I find 
any person – using hammer – hatchets – ice tongs – crowbars – can 
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openers – marlin spikes – fish hooks – TNT or gas – upon the 
inhabitants of any Shirt Seam – unless the person using such toys – 
shall have been a member – of the Armed Forces of the United 
States – and of a lower rank – than a General. 
And I furthermore promise – agree and bind myself – not to divulge 
– divest – repeat – shout – or sing – nor allow to leak – evaporate or 
spill – any of the signs – passwords – grips – creeps – shimmies – 
shakes or wiggles – of this Order – nor will I allow anyone – not a 
member of the Military Order of the Cootie – to partake of the 
Sulphur Ointment of Happiness – except in self defense. 
And I do solemnly – and sincerely promise – to extend the hand of 
fellowship – to any and all comrades – whom I may meet and I will 
if possible – aid and assist – any such comrade – who may be in 
need of aid – and I shall regard it – as a privilege – rather than a duty 
– to be able to aid – Comrades less fortunate than I. 
And may the seams of my shirt – be as barren – as the inside of a 
Shavetail’s head – and may the Sulphur Ointment of Happiness – 
which I am about to receive – shrivel up and disappear – like a 
month’s pay in a crap game – and may the maledictions – of the 
Great Blue Louse – descend upon me and cover me – as did the 62nd 
Article of War cover the soldier from the Cradle to the Grave – 
should I ever violate – shatter – bend – or break – this solemn Cuss – 
of the Cootie. 
Hands Down. 
S.R.:  (to S.S.)  The Graybacks are now ready to receive the 

unwritten work of this Order. 
S.S.:  That is lousy.  You and your assistant(s) may now resume 

your station. 
S.S.:  (to P.M.)  You will instruct these would-be Cooties in the 

secret signs of this, the Third Degree. 

SECRET SIGNS THIRD DEGREE 
(1) Sign of aggravation – Both pant legs rolled up, halfway 

to knees. 
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(2) Cootie sign – Body erect, head bowed, both hands 
scratching in the hair of your head. 

(3) Cootie password – Given out annually by the Supreme 
Commander. 

(4) Cootie at play – Right arm up the back as far as possible 
and left arm down the back as far as possible, scratching 
vigourously with both hands. 

(5) Distress Signal – the words “Give me a dollar’s worth of 
blue ointment.” 

(6) Cootie Salute – Right forearm extended horizontally, the 
fingers scratching at chin. 

 
(When Through) 
P.M.:  (to S.S.)  I am happy to present to you these newly obligated 

Cooties. 
S.S.:  That is lousy.  You may resume your station. 
(The new Cooties are given a good cheeer.) 

SECRET WORK OF THE MILITARY ORDER OF THE 
COOTIE 

S.S.:  The Military Order of the Cootie is one of the most mysterious 
organizations ever produced and has many secret signs that mean 
much to its members but pass entirely unnoticed by the average 
person.  The common salute of Cooties in public may be given in 
many ways by scratching various parts of the body, but the Cootie 
Salute as given in the Scratch is given in this manner:  The right 
forearm extended horizontal and the fingertips scratching at the chin.  
In case you are in doubt as to whether a person is a Cootie or not, 
walk up to them and do this:  Crack the fingernails of the right 
thumb and the second finger of the right hand in the hair of their 
head, and if they don’t knock you down, they are a Cootie. 

The signal of distress is given by word of mouth only and 
when you hear it given you may know instant relief is needed.  The 
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words are, “Give me a dollar’s worth of blue ointment”, and when 
you hear them spoken, you must extend your sympathy.  The 
permanent password of the Cootie is a word with which you are all 
familiar and was chosen because it is impossible for you to forget it.  
Suppose you start to attend a Scratch and upon arriving at the door 
you cannot remember the password.  What is the first thing that 
enters your mind?  You say to yourself, “I’m S.O.L.”, and that is the 
password. 

There is one sign that is used only at the opening of the Scratch 
and is a most important one to remember, because should you attend 
a strange Pup Tent and not be able to give it you would be promptly 
thrown out on your ear.  At the opening if the Scratch all present are 
formed in a line in the center of the room, facing the rear in columns 
of twos, and at the command “SHOW ME” , given by the Seam 
Squirrel, the rear two face about scratching the groin vigorously with 
both hands.  You will approach the Hide Gimlet or Blanket Bum and 
communicate the password to them after which time you will be 
seated. 
(Note for Seam Squirrel – The groin:  where the thighs join the 
abdomen – the lowest part of the abdominal wall, near its junction 
with the thigh – NOT the reproductive organs.) 

Cooties writing to another Cootie begin with “:Listen Cootie” 
and sign off “Your in L.O.T.C.S.” meaning “Love of the Crummy 
Shirt.” 

You will now form the openings of the Scratch and show that 
you are able to give the sign of the Nit. 
(B.B. and H.G. take their stations at the rear of the column.) 
S.S.:  SHOW ME! 

The password will be changed annually and published in the 
program manual, in code, to be deciphered from the code of the 
M.O.C.   Caution is urged to compel every Cootie to show their 
receipt card in the Pup Tent and the Veterans of Foreign Wars before 
giving them the password and none without a paid-up receipt card 
shall be admitted to any scratch. 
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You will be required to show a paid-up dues card in the VFW 
before the C.C.D.B. can receive your dues in this Pup Tent or the 
M.O.C. 
 

CEREMONIAL 

During the Ceremonial, an Altar shall be placed in the center of the room with 
the Flag and Bible on same in front of Seam Squirrel station. 
First Degree – Display Old Shoe on Chair 
Second Degree – Shoe and Shirt on Chair 
Third Degree – Shoe, Shirt, and Cap on Chair 
(After recess Seam Squirrel shall call meeting to order and conduct the scratch 
following the regular order of business.) 

OPTIONAL RITUAL FOR THE SECOND DEGREE 
P.M.:  Listen, Nits, you are now about to face the ordeals of the 

second degree.  What will take place is serious and to make 
any break in this section will result in tortures of many forms 
known only to the Cooties.  It will be well to consider all 
things first and save all laughs for the end. 

(Provost marshal knocking on the door.) 
P.M.:  (to Jimmy Legs)  The Provost Marshal and the Shirt Reader 

with Nits who are ready to assume the obligation of this 
degree and desire admittance. 

J.L.:  Seam Squirrel, the Provost Marshal and Shirt Reader with Nits 
who are ready to receive the obligation of this degree. 

S.S.:  Jimmy Legs, have they a password? 
J.L.:  They have not, but are vouched for by the Provost Marshal 

and Shirt reader of this Pup Tent. 
S.S.:  Admit them, but instruct the Provost Marshal and Shirt Reader 

to admonish them that silence is demanded. 
J.L.:  Provost Marshal, the Seam Squirrel demands that silence be 

maintained by these Nits.  Have they been so instructed? 
P.M.:  They have. 
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J.L.: You may enter with the Nits.
(Masks raised.) 
P.M.:  Forward march to the station of the Sky Pilot.  Nits, halt! 

Right/Left face. 
P.M.:  Listen Nits.  You will listen to the words as spoken by this 

former comrade of ours, who has gone before, even as you 
and I shall go some day.  Heed the words and remember that 
many are called, but few are chosen. 

(Skull and crossed bones are resting on top of an amplifier or the 
station of the Sky Pilot and speaker concealed so as to not be visible.  
Skull and bones are painted with luminous paint.) 
(Voice from Skull – remote control.  The Poem of the Unknown 
Soldier is recited and emphasized.) 
  We are the Unknown Soldiers, Comrades, 
  And think we’ve got a right, 
  To ask some questions, man to man 
  Are the Comrades taken care of? 
   Was their victory so sweet? 
  Is the big reward they promised 
   Selling pencils on the street? 
  Did they really win the freedom 
   The battled to achieve? 
  Do they still respect the Battle Stars 
   Above an empty sleeve? 
  Does the Gold Star in the window 
   Now mean anything at all? 
  We wonder how our old girl feels 
   When they hear a bugle call? 
  And remember the little kiddies 
   Whose Dads fell in the fray? 
  Do they have a helping hand 
   To guide them on their way? 
  We wonder if the profiteers 
   Have satisfied their greed? 
  We wonder if the soldier’s mother 



27 

Ever is in need?
  We wonder if the Kings 
   Who planned it all are satisfied? 
  They played their game of checkers 
   And countless millions died. 
  Oh, we’d like to see their faces 
   When they reach the devil’s door, 
  But even down in hell, 
   There is no torture such as war. 
  We are the Unknown Soldiers, 
   And maybe we died in vain. 
  But if we were alive and our country called, 
   We’d do it all over again. 
 (Silence) 
P.M.:  Nits, left/right face, forward march, slow. 
(Reply to the Unknown Soldier’s voice by remote control through 
another hidden speaker in another section of the hall.  The poem, A 
Comrade Speaks to the Unknown Soldiers”.) 

Listen, Buddies. 
(At this part the Provost Marshall will halt the Nits):  Nits, halt! 
 Listen, Buddies. 
You’ve been over there a long while on the green slopes of 
Arlington. 
What do you think of it all? 
I remember the day they carried you, in a pageant of glory,  

to your final resting place. 
Just as you came out of the Capitol, down the east steps, 
 A streak of red light broke through the clouds. 
Old Glory covering you became an emblazoned emblem.  Soldiers  
 stood at attention.  Bayonets glistened.  Statesmen followed in  
 your wake.   A military band, forgetting the martial music that  
 marched you off to war, now played a dirge. 
From the Capitol to the amphitheater throngs lined the way.  The  

President, his Cabinet, the Supreme Court, Senators and 
Representatives and Governors came to honor you. 
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Countrymen of every color and creed at the end of your journey,
Knelt in the purple hued soil.  There were orations, and 

eulogies  
for you, Known so well, but still unknown. You dead, but yet  

 living.  America stood still.  Foreign nations bestowed medals  
 upon you. 
Your mother was there, I saw her weeping. She thought of you as a  
 little fellow, running around with a paper hat and wooden 
sword  
 playing soldier.   Your father was proud of the boy Who made  
 the supreme sacrifice.  Your sister’s eyes filled with tears.  
Your  
 brother stood beside me.  That day will never be forgotten. 
Many years have passed, and some of your Comrades with them – 
 Out on the hillside plots – row on row. 
Autumn is in the air, your anniversary,  we will get to thinking about 

 You and what happened since we parted at the portals. 
Even though your war was meant to end wars – younger generations  

have since marched forth to battle – and become our comrades 
in arms –  on the land – on the sea – in the air. 

In your bivouac, you know better than I, a mere mortal stumbling  
 around, what it’s all about. 
I have hope that in the whispering winds coming over the Potomac  

lush lands, there may be the sweet sound of your voices. 
My buddies.  If there’s a message for me boys, send it through.  
They  
 are doing guard duty over you.   

(A bugler will sound Taps in a low muffled tone, if possible, in 
an outside room.)  I just heard Taps. 
(The above is optional and may be used as desired.) 

P.M.:  Nits, forward march to the station of the Seam Squirrel. 
(March to station of the S.S. forming the Nits in a semicircle facing 
the Altar with the Provost Marshal on one end and the Shirt Reader 
on the other.  The Altar has the Flag and Bible, and is flanked on 
sides by two lighted candle sticks with colors of the Post or Pup 
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Tent.  The National Colors are posted in a stand to the right of the 
Altar.) 
P.M.:  Seam Squirrel, the Nits are ready. 
(Seam Squirrel advances to the Altar.) 
S.S.:  Nits, you have done well so far, but there is one with more 

power that I who will judge if you are worthy or not.  You are 
required to pledge yourself to the COOTIE CREED.  Are 
you willing to accept this creed? 

Nits:  We are. 
S.S.:  It is well.  
(S.S. steps to the right of the Altar.) 
S.S.:  Nits, you are in the presence of the Great Blue Louse. 
(The Great Blue Louse will arise in position in the rear of the Seam 
Squirrel station and three flash bulbs will be set off one at a time, 
these to be one at each side and one in the center.  The G.B.L. will 
advance to the Altar facing the Nits.) 
G.B.L.:  Nits, before you are advanced to the Grayback Degree, it is 

necessary that you pledge yourself to the Cootie Creed.  AS a 
VFW Comrade it is assumed that you will.  Are you ready to 
take this pledge? 

Nits:  We are. 
(All present in the hall will rise.) 
G.B.L.:  Nits, behold the Starry Banner, emblem of the Nation you 

have served so well.  Listen to the words as spoken by the 
Flag. 

(This is optional and may be used if desired maintaining strict 
silence.  Voice by remote control speaks the following:) 

THE FLAG SPEAKS 
 Born during the Nation’s infancy, I have grown with it, my 
stars increasing in number as the country has grown in size; the 
domain over which I wave expanding until the sun on my flying 
folds now never sets. 
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Filled with significance are my colors of red, white and blue 
into which have been woven the strength and courage of American 
manhood, the love and loyalty of American womanhood. 

Stirring are the stories of my Stars and Stripes.
I represent the Declaration of Independence. 
I stand for the Constitution of the United States. 

 I reflect the wealth and grandeur of this great land of 
opportunity. 
 I signify the Law of the Land. 
 I tell the achievements and progress of the American people in 
arts and science, culture and literature, invention and commerce, 
transportation and industry. 
 I stand for peace and goodwill among the nations of the world. 
 I believe in tolerance. 
 I am the badge of the nation’s greatness and the emblem of its 
destiny. 
 THREATEN ME AND MILLIONS WILL SPRING TO 
MY DEFENSE. 
 I AM THE AMERICAN FLAG. 
(At these final words, all Cooties will raise their hands and point at 
the Flag.  A pause of a few seconds will be effective.) 
G.B.L.:  You will raise your right hand in a horizontal position, 

place your left hand over your heart and repeat after me. 
 

COOTIE CREED 
 I believe in the Flag of the United Stated of America, 
 Emblem of Trust, Equality and Freedom. 
 Born of loving hands in the Cradle of Liberty, 
 Baptized with the blood of our forefathers. 
 Consecrated to the cause of humanity. 
 And sustained by the mighty arms of her patriots. 
 
G.B.L.:  You may lower your hands. 
G.B.L.:  Seam Squirrel, you may proceed. 
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(G.B.L. retires to the station of the Seam Squirrel.  Seam Squirrel 
takes a position in fron of the Altar facing the Nits.) 
S.S.:  Provost Marshal, you will place the Nits in the Proper position 

to take the great Oath of Comradeship. 
P.M.:  Nits, you will form a V formation with the tip starting at the 

Altar. 
S.S.:  Nits, you will raise your right hand, the comrade in front will 

place their left hand on the Flag of Our Country, the rest will 
place their left hand on the shoulder of the comrade in front 
of them.  Pronounce your name when called upon to do so 
and repeat after me. 

 (The VFW Obligation is given now.) 
S.S.:  Nits, you will lower your hands and resume your former 

position. 
(Nits again form a semicircle.  The Provost Marshal closes the 
Bible.) 
S.S.:  Great Blue Louse, do you think that these Nits are worthy to 

proceed? 
G.B.L.:  They are.  Proceed.  Provost Marshal, you will retire the 

colors. 
(Provost Marshal takes the American standard to its former position 
to the right of the Seam Squirrel’s station (if elevated) or to the S.S. 
left.  He then resumes his former position.) 
P.M.:  Seam Squirrel, your orders have been obeyed. 
S.S.:  It is well. 
S.S.:  Nits, you will raise your right hands and repeat after me: 
Having survived successfully – the ordeals of this crummy scratch – 
and fearing nothing – I cheerfully swear – that I will faithfully attend 
scratches – of this order – and that I will constantly seek out – those 
who can appreciate this degree – and I will invite them – into this 
crummy fraternity. 
I furthermore willfully and oathfully swear – that I will myself – 
work industriously – busily – laboriously and relentlessly – every 
seam within sight – sound – touch – taste or smell. 
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I furthermore promise and swear – standing upright on bended knees 
– that I will never knowingly – tread upon the pastures – of any 
Grayback or in any way – unbeknown to him – attempt to deprive 
him – of his food or pleasures – that I might become fatter than he – 
thereby forcing him and his associates – to beg of his Brothers. 
I furthermore promise – by the sincerity of a dog robber – that I will 
not borrow – beg – steal – swipe – cop  or appropriate – any of the 
glory rightfully belonging – to a fellow member of this degree – 
thereby causing my popularity – to be increased – and additional 
laurels – placed upon my brow. 
I furthermore promise and swear – never to reveal – to anyone – not 
entitled to receive it – any of the work – of this order – secret, 
written or oral – and may the seams of my shirt – be as barren as a 
church collection plate – should I ever whisper – elucidate or sound 
off – any of the work – of this Pup Tent – within or without. 
And may my fangs – become as blunt as the back of a silver striped 
– Brazilian beetle – should I ever allow – any person – not a member 
of this degree – to obtain any secrets – of this – or any Pup Tent – 
through my own fault. 
All this I promise and swear – as one true Grayback – can swear to 
another. 
As you were. 
S.S.:  I now declare and proclaim each and every one of you a 

Grayback of this Pup Tent, and we shall have engrossed upon 
the seams of this Pup Tent your names in crimson hue. 

S.S.: Shirt Reader, you will now instruct these newly made 
Graybacks in the secret work of this degree. 

S.R.:  Sign of transformation – Both pant legs rolled up. 
Grayback sign – Stand erect, both hands scratching breasts. 
Grayback password – A.W.O.L. 
Grayback at play – Lie on floor, face down, hands over head, 
both legs erect. 

S.R.:  Seam Squirrel, your order have been obeyed and the 
Graybacks instructed. 
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(Seam Squirrel now resumes his station and declares a recess of fove 
minutes to welcome the newly made Graybacks into the degree.  The 
ritual will now be followed and all paraphernalia removed from the 
hall.) 
 

INSTRUCTIONS 
The equipment to be used is as follows. Some can be eliminated, but 
if used will be much more effective on the new candidates.  Please 
note that it is possible for the Sky Pilot to take the part of the 
Unknown Soldier in this.  The effect of the remote control has been 
noticed to produce many favorable comments. 
 One amplifier (power optional) 
 One microphone 
 Three speakers (two large, one small) of a magnetic type or 
that will work with the unit being used.  One speaker is to be used at 
a time.  If placed in unexpected locations, the effect is very 
noticeable. 
 Skull and Crossed Bones 
 Flag 
 Bible 
 Altar Cloth (optional) 
 Candle sticks for all nations 
 Two large candle holders (on the altar) 
 Candles for all holders 
 One flash bulb outfit of three positions 
 A pup tent at the station of the Seam Squirrel is very effective 
too and should have the name of the Pup Tent painted on its sides. 
 The grave form as used in the VFW Ritual could be used, but it 
is desirous to get away from any copying of the parent order.  The 
replica of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in plyboard with a 
speaker unit inside will be effective too. 
 There are at least seven important parts in this set up.  A bugler 
can be very effective if used.  It is up to the degree teams to work 
this any number of times, and it will prove to be greatly educational 
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and interesting to all.  The remote control is what has proved to be 
most interesting in this entire degree and can be directed by one 
person with all maintaining silence; P.M. and Jimmy Legs only 
speaking at the entry. 

PROCEED WITH REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS 
Reading of Minutes of the Previous Scratch. 
Is there a Cootie or a family of a Cootie in distress? 
Report of the C.C.D.B. in detail. 
Reading of Official and Other Communications. 
Reports of Committees – Standing and Special. 
Remember our National Home.   

S.S.: (Raps gavel twice) All present will rise.  Uncover.  Parade rest.  
Sky Pilot, you will ask Divine blessings upon our National 
Home. 

S.P.: Almighty God, we ask Thy Divine blessing on the residents 
and children in our National Home.  May Thy Divine spirit 
be within them forever, giving them health and guiding their 
lives.  Trust us always, to honor our departed comrades.  
Amen. 

S.S.:  Attention.  Cover.  (Raps Gavel once) 
 
VFW National Home - Alternate Prayer  
S.P.:  At this hour of the evening, the children of our departed 

comrades at the VFW National Home for Children are 
kneeling at their bedsides in reverent prayer to Almighty 
God.  Let us turn out thoughts towards Eaton Rapids, 
Michigan, and with bowed heads join them in their prayers.  
Repeat after me: 

  Suffer the little children to come unto me 
  And forbid them not 
  For of such is the Kingdom of God 
  May God bless our National Home. 
     Amen 
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Report of the Hungry Cootie in detail.
Reading of Bills.  Actions to be taken. 
Unfinished Business. 
New Business. 
Good of the Scratch. 

CLOSING THE SCRATCH
S.S.:  The newly initiated members of the Pup Tent will proceed to 

the desk of the Hungry Cootie immediately after this Scratch 
is closed and receive their membership cards.  The cards will 
be given out alphabetically and you will facilitate matters by 
not asking and questions when receiving your card.  If there 
are any questions, go to the office of the Pup Tent and there 
receive the information desired. 

S.S.:  Is there anything further to be brought before this Scratch? 
(If no response – Raps gavel Twice). 
S.S.:  Cooties, attention!  Prepare to Salute the colors.  Present Arms 

– Order Arms. 
Sky Pilot – Closing Prayer.  Uncover, Parade rest. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
S.P.:  O Heavenly Father, the Lord of life eternal, look upon us as 

we bring to a close this Scratch.  Help us as we face the days 
ahead to do it with joy in our hearts and determination to live 
according to the precepts of our beloved order, which will 
enable us to enjoy all eternity. 

Amen. 
S.S.:  Attention, Cover.  Is there any matter of importance that has 

been overlooked?  Is there any member of the Pup Tent 
present who has not experienced the good feeling for which 
this order was created?  If not, I now declare this Scratch of 
the Pup Tent adjourned without formalities to meet again in 
regular session (special) at __________ o’clock on 
_______________ (date). 
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INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 
Installing Officer (I.O.):  (Reads the warrant.) 

Seam Squirrel or Commander (as appropriate), the term of 
office for which you and your subordinate officers have been 
elected or appointed will terminate upon the date of the 
installation of your Grand (Supreme) Commander.  I am 
present to install your newly elected officers.  Have the officers 
for the coming year been duly elected? 

S.S.:  They have. 
I.O.:  Have the books of the Hungry Cootie (Adjutant) and C.C.D.B. 
(Quartermaster) been examined and approved by the Tight Wads 
(Trustees)? 
S.S.:  They have. 
I.O.:  Has the premium on the C.C.D.B.’s (Quartermaster’s) bond 

been paid? 
S.S.:  It has. 
I.O.:  Have you the Charter in your possession? 
S.S.:  I have. 
I.O.:  You will surrender it to me.  (Seam Squirrel/Commander 
hands gavel to the Installing Officer.) 
I.O.:  Seam Squirrel/Commander ____(name)____________, your 

duties as Seam Squirrel/Commander of this Pup 
Tent/Grand/Supreme have now terminated.  It is proper to 
remind you that in assuming the chair of Past Seam 
Squirrel/Commander, it will be necessary for you to aid your 
successor with the counsel and experience that you have 
gained during your term of office.  I now invite you to assist 
me in the installation ceremonies by acting as my Provost 
Marshal. 

I.O.:  Hungry Cootie/Adjutant, you will call the roll of officers, 
calling the incoming Seam Squirrel/Commander last.  As 
your name is called, you will rise and the Provost Marshal 
will place you in the proper position for installation. 
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I.O.: (Takes position in front of officers.)  Miserable Shavetails-
elect, you are about to learn the duties and the dangers you 
will experience after assuming control of this Pup 
Tent/Grand/ Supreme.  The duties of the offices to which you 
have been elected or appointed are manifold.  By your own 
actions and interest this Pup Tent/Grand/Supreme will 
prosper or fail.  Upon you rests the proper preparation and 
indoctrination of your officers and new members to make this 
Pup Tent/Grand/Supreme one to be looked upon with honor 
and prestige.  Knowing all this, are you ready to assume the 
obligation of a Shavetail of this Pup Tent/Grand/Supreme? 

Shavetails – Elect:  We are. 
I.O.:  Shavetails-elect, you will raise your right hands and repeat 

after me. 
(Rap gavel twice for all in attendance to rise.) 
I do solemnly promise – on my honor as a comrade – and a Veteran 
of Foreign Wars – that I will administer – the duties of the office – 
to which I have been elected or appointed – to the best of my ability 
– without fear or favor – and will be governed in my official acts – 
as an officer of this Pup Tent (Grand/Supreme) – by the By-Laws of 
the Order – and by an earnest desire – to serve this Pup Tent 
(Grand/Supreme) – the members thereof – and the organization at 
large. 
(Hands down.) 
I.O.:  As you were! Uncover, Parade rest!  Sky Pilot (Chaplain), you 

will lead us in prayer. 
S.P.:  Almighty God, our Guide and Divine Protector, give Thy 

Blessings upon these our Comrades, who now become fellow 
Officers.  We beseech Thee, O Lord, who art ever present 
amongst us, grant wisdom unto them, so that in their 
deliberations they continue to favor Thee, ouor glorious 
Country and to better our organization.  May The strength 
sustain them.  May Thy power preserve them.  May Thy hand 
protect them in the faithful and fruitful performance of their 
duties.   Amen. 



38 

I.O.: Attention, Cover! Provost Marshal, you will escort the new 
officers to their stations.  The incoming Seam 
Squirrel/Commander will be escorted to this station at my 
right.  The outgoing Seam Squirrel/Commander will return to 
this station on my left. 

OBLIGATION TO SEAM SQUIRREL
I.O.:  Seam Squirrel-elect, the seams of this Pup Tent will be placed 

in your charge upon the date of the installation of the Grand 
Commander immediately following the Grand Scratch.  Upon 
you rests the responsibility of picking fertile hunting grounds 
for those dependent upon you.  You will do nothing, nor 
allow anything to be done if within your power to prevent it, 
that is not within the precepts of this order and that of our 
parent organization, the Veterans of Foreign Wars.  I present 
you with this gavel, use it firmly, but with discretion.  Seam 
Squirrel-elect and officers of Pup Tent No._____, Military 
Order of the Cootie of the United States, I proclaim you 
installed for the ensuing year. 

OBLIGATION TO GRAND COMMANDER 
I.O.:  Grand Commander-elect, the Grand is about to be placed in 

your charge.  Upon you rests the responsibility of picking 
fertile hunting grounds for those dependent upon you.  You 
will do nothing, nor allow anything to be done if within your 
power to prevent it, that is not within the precepts of this 
order and that of our parent organization, the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars.   

I present you with this gavel, the emblem of authority, you will 
use it firmly, but with discretion.  Grand Commander-elect 
and the officers of this Grand Pup Tent, Military Order of the 
Cootie of the United States, I proclaim you installed and in 
working order for the ensuing year. 

 



39 

OBLIGATION TO SUPREME COMMANDER 
I.O.:  Supreme Commander-elect, the Supreme Pup Tent, Military 

Order of the Cootie, is about to be placed in your charge.  
Upon you rests the responsibility of picking fertile hunting 
grounds for those dependent upon you.  You will do nothing, 
nor allow anything to be done if within your power to prevent 
it, that is not within the precepts of this order and that of our 
parent organization, the Veterans of Foreign Wars.   

I present you with this gavel, the emblem of authority, you will 
use it firmly, but with discretion.  Supreme Commander-elect 
and the officers of this Supreme Pup Tent, Military Order of 
the Cootie of the United States, I proclaim you installed and 
in working order for the ensuing year. 

 

INSTITUTING A PUP TENT 
Instituting Officer Calls Meeting to Order. 
I.O.:  Comrades, I have been authorized by the Supreme 

Commander to institute this Pup Tent in accordance with the 
By-Laws of this Organization.  (Reads the warrant.) 

I.O.:  The Adjutant will call the roll.  Comrades will rise as their 
names are called. 

I.O.:  Adjutant, have you satisfied yourself that all present are 
eligible according to the laws? 

ADJ:  I have. 
I.O.:  Comrades, you have expressed a desire to be enrolled in our 

ranks, but to be admitted to membership you will be required 
to take an obligation – one which will not interfere or conflict 
with any duty you owe your country, your family, or yourself.  
Are you willing to assume it? 

COMRADES:  We are. 
I.O.:  Hearing no objections, we will proceed.  Comrades, will retire 

to the anteroom to await the conferring of the First Section of 
Incubation. 

(Comrades are escorted out by the Officer of the Day.) 



40 

I.O.: Nits will display the sign of Incubation, line up in proper 
formation, and prove you are entitled to be present by giving 
the First Degree Password and Sign. 

I.O.:  Shirt Reader, accompanied by your assistants, will retire to the 
anteroom. 

(Shirt Reader and Delousing Crew depart.  Shirt Reader prepares 
and assembles the Atoms.  Atoms are blindfolded, placed in double 
rank if there are more than eight, otherwise form a single rank.) 
S.R.:  Atoms, About Face!  Place your hands on the shoulders of the 

Comrade in front of you and hold fast.  (Shirt Reader knocks 
loudly at door.) 

J.L.:  Who scratches there? 
S.R.:  Shirt Reader with innocent Atoms who have been accepted for 

membership in this Crummy Fraternity. 
J.L.:  Enter Shirt Reader and proceed to our wise counselor, the Sky 

Pilot. 
(Shirt Reader backward marches the Atoms to the Sky Pilot’s station 
and halts.) 
S.R.:  Oh mighty Sky Pilot, I bring before you these innocent Atoms 

who are on their first journey through the seams of this Pup 
Tent.  They humbly plea for wisdom. 

S.P.:  Most innocent Atoms, the time is rapidly approaching when 
you will be transformed from an Atom to a Nit.  I hope the 
transformation will be of benefit to you by increasing your 
circle of friends and teaching you that a smile and pleasant 
word is always worthwhile.  We seek to teach you industry 
and perserverance, to show you that there are others less 
fortunate than you, those that lay in beds of white and those 
that have lost their loved ones and are not in our National 
Home.  We seek to remind you that HONOR and LOYALTY 
will remove many obstacles from your path in your pursuit of 
happiness and peace.  I urge you to be guided by our 
namesake, the Cootie.  He is never known to start something 
he did not finish.  He is a hound for punishment and never 
knows when he is licked.  He is never alone, but always 
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surrounded by friends.  Misfortune never daunts him and 
while he may think the world owes him a living, he knows 
that the surest way to get it is to go out and hustle for himself. 

S.P.:  Shirt Reader, you will guide the Atoms to the Hide Gimlet.  
They have proven themselves lousy. 

S.R.:  Atoms, Backwards March!  (Shirt Reader backward marches 
them around the room to the H.G., faces them away from the 
H.G. station, removes blindfolds, and when ready): 

H.G.:  Innocent Atoms, you have been blessed with wise counsel 
from the Sky Pilot.  It is now my duty to inform you that we 
are not going to have a lots of fun with you.  We do not 
intend to heap all sorts of indignities upon you to make you 
look as ridiculous as we possibly can before all those 
assembled here, 

H.G.:  Shirt Reader, you will guide these innocent Atoms to the 
Blanket Bum. 

S.R.:  Atoms, Backwards March!. (Atoms are backward marched to 
the station of the B.B.) 
B.B.:  Most miserable Atoms. As ex-servicemen and women, you 

are familiar with the old Army game of reading your shirt, 
and in connection with this indoor sport, you have probably 
learned that it pays to be thorough in everything we may do. 

B.B.:  Shirt Reader, you will conduct the Atoms to the Instituting 
Officer. 

S.R.:  Atoms, Backwards March!  (Atoms are marched back to the 
station of the Instituting Officer.) 
I.O.:  Most miserable Atoms!  The time is almost at hand when you 

will be transformed from the Atom to a Nit.  I hope the 
transformation will be of benefit to you by increasing your 
circle of friends and by teaching you that a smile and pleasant 
word is always worthwhile.  We seek to teach you industry 
and perseverance, and surely no better example of these 
virtues may be found anywhere than shown by our 
universally known and respected namesake, the Cootie. 
Before proceeding further it will be necessary for you to take 
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an obligation of secrecy. Are you willing to assume such an 
obligation?  Hearing no objections, you will raise your right 
hand and repeat after me.   

I (pronounce your name) in the presence of the officers --- and 
members of this organization --- do sincerely promise --- upon my 
honor as a comrade --- and a Veteran of Foreign Wars --- that I will 
forever keep secret --- any and all the events --- that transpire in any 
Pup Tent --- of the Military Order of the Cootie --- that I will not 
make known --- to anyone outside the confines of a Pup Tent of this 
Order --- any of the secret work oral or written --- of this 
organization.  All this I promise --- and swear as a comrade --- and 
should my affiliations with this Order --- cease at any time --- I 
promise to keep inviolate this obligation --- as though I had 
remained a member thereof. (Lower hands) 
I.O.:  Miserable Atoms, you are now about to be offered the 

privilege of hearing and repeating the solemn oath of our 
creepy organization, the Cootie Cuss. 

I.O.:  Shirt Reader, in view of the excellent showing made by these 
Atoms, I direct you to place the sign of Incubation upon each 
and every one of them that they may be recognized wherever 
they may be. 

S.R.:  (When finished)  Instituting Officer, your orders have been 
obeyed. 

I.O.:  You will repeat after me ---- 
Having made application for membership – in this Crummy 
Fraternity – I do hereby truthfully promise and agree – to love and 
obey – any and all Specie Pediculi – who may hereafter – from any 
cause whatsoever – attach themselves to me – and I do solemnly – 
and sincerely promise – to extend the hand of fellowship – to any 
and all comrades – whom I may meet and I will if possible – aid and 
assist – any such comrade – who may be in need of aid – and I shall 
regard it – as a privilege – rather than a duty – to be able to aid – 
Comrades less fortunate than I. 
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I.O.: Having survived the ordeal of the Cuss of the Cootie, you are 
now a Nit and entitled to the secret signs and password of our 
Crummy Order. 

I.O.:  Shirt Reader, you will now instruct the Nits in the signs and 
password of the First Section. 

(Note:  Atoms a given all the signs and password of this degree, also 
the following): 

(1) Sign of Incubation – One pant leg rolled up 
(2) Nit Sign – Stand erect, scratch groin with both hands 
(3) Nit Password – S.O.L. 
(4) Nit at play – Lay on the floor, face down, hands over 

head, one leg erect 
S.R.:  Instituting Officer, your orders have been obeyed 
I.O.:  I now declare a five minute recess. 
I.O.:  (Calls meeting to order.)  Nits will retire to the anteroom to 

await the conferring of the Second Section of Transformation.  
(P.M. escorts Nits from room and returns.) 

I.O.:  Graybacks will display the sign of Transformation, line up in 
proper formation and prove they are entitled to be present by 
giving the Second Degree password and sign. 

I.O.:  Provost Marshal, you will retire to the anteroom, assemble the 
Nits and escort them to my station. 

(When ready, the P.M. knocks loudly on the door.) 
J.L.:  Who scratches there? 
P.M.:  Nits in custody of the Provost Marshal. 
P.M.:  Nits, Backwards March!  (Nits are marched to the station of 
the I.O.) 
I.O.:  Inconsequential Nits, by the signs on your trousers, you show 

preparedness to travel roads full of pitfalls.  That is lousy.  By 
being before me, you also show that you have disregarded all 
advice.  It is truthfully said that he who does not heed advice 
is a fool, such we expect you to be.  Before proceeding any 
further along the seams of this Pup Tent, it will be necessary 
to take a solemn oath.  Not knowing what you are about to 
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promise, are you willing to place your confidence in the 
Vermin of the Crummy Fraternity? 

Nits:  Yes. 
I.O.:  That is lousy.  You will raise your right hands and repeat after 

me. 
Having survived successfully – the ordeals of this crummy scratch – 
and fearing nothing – I cheerfully swear – that I will faithfully attend 
scratches – of this order – and that I will constantly seek out – those 
who can appreciate this degree – and I will invite them – into this 
crummy fraternity. 
I furthermore willfully and oathfully swear – that I will myself – 
work industriously – busily – laboriously and relentlessly – every 
seam within sight – sound – touch – taste or smell. 
I furthermore promise and swear – standing upright on bended knees 
– that I will never knowingly – tread upon the pastures – of any 
Grayback or in any way – unbeknown to him – attempt to deprive 
him – of his food or pleasures – that I might become fatter than he – 
thereby forcing him and his associates – to beg of his Brothers. 
I furthermore promise – by the sincerity of a dog robber – that I will 
not borrow – beg – steal – swipe – cop  or appropriate – any of the 
glory rightfully belonging – to a fellow member of this degree – 
thereby causing my popularity – to be increased – and additional 
laurels – placed upon my brow. 
I furthermore promise and swear – never to reveal – to anyone – not 
entitled to receive it – any of the work – of this order – secret, 
written or oral – and may the seams of my shirt – be as barren as a 
church collection plate – should I ever whisper – elucidate or sound 
off – any of the work – of this Pup Tent – within or without. 
And may my fangs – become as blunt as the back of a silver striped 
– Brazilian beetle – should I ever allow – any person – not a member 
of this degree – to obtain any secrets – of this – or any Pup Tent – 
through my own fault. 
All this I promise and swear – as one true Grayback – can swear to 
another. 
As you were. 
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I.O.: I now declare and proclaim each and everyone of you a 
Grayback. 

I.O.:  Provost Marshal, you will now instruct these newly made 
Graybacks in the secret work of this degree.  (See secret 
instructions for this degree.) 

I.O.:  I now declare a recess of five minutes. 
I.O.:  (Calls meeting to order.)  Graybacks will retire to the 

anteroom to await conferring of the Third Section of 
Aggravation.  (P.M. escorts Graybacks from room and 
returns.) 

I.O.:  Cooties will display the sign of Aggravation, line up in proper 
formation and prove you are entitled to be present by giving 
the Third Degree password and sign. 

I.O.:  Provost Marshal, you will retire to the anteroom, assemble the 
Graybacks, and escort them to my station. 

(At this time the Blanket Bum and Hide Gimlet leave their stations 
and follow the Provost Marshal.  They pick out one or two of the 
newly made Graybacks who they think will make good subjects and 
obtain from them the current 1st and 2nd Degree passwords.  After 
getting them, they return to their stations.) 
(When ready, the Provost Marshal knocks loudly at the door.) 
J.L.:  Who scratches there? 
P.M.:  Graybacks in custody of the Provost Marshal. 
J.L.:  Provost Marshal, enter with the Graybacks. 
P.M.:  Graybacks, attention!  Forward, march!  (Graybacks are 
marched to the station of the Instituting Officer.) 
P.M.:  Instituting Officer, I present these Graybacks for your 

counsel and further allegiance to our Order. 
I.O.:  Graybacks, you are in this organization because of the fact that 

you are members in good standing in the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the United States.  You have, all of you, come 
through the successive stages of the Grayback.  You have 
gained admission to the seams of this degree because we 
believe you to be a real Veteran of Foreign Wars, that you 
have performed the obligations of your membership in that 
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order.  Your membership in this order will be subject to your 
continued efforts and promulgation of ideas of the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, and active interest therein.  Your 
membership in this Order will depend largely upon the fact 
that you must carry a paid-up receipt card in the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, and should your affiliation or membership 
cease at any time in our parent order, your membership in the 
Military Order of the Cootie will automatically cease.  Before 
entering further upon this degree, it will be necessary that you 
take upon yourself an obligation.  You will raise your right 
hands and repeat after me, using your name where I use mine. 

I, ______(name)_________, of my own free will and accord – in the 
presence of Almighty God – and the members here assembled – 
sincerely promise and pledge – that I will never reveal any of the 
secrets – of the Military Order of the Cootie – to any person or 
persons – except it be a true and lawful Cootie – of this degree – or 
within a regularly constituted Pup Tenet – until by due examination 
– I have found them entitled to the same.  Should my membership – 
in the Military Order of the Cootie cease – I shall consider this 
pledge binding – outside the Order - as though I had remained a 
member of the same.  So help me God – and keep me steadfast.  
(Hands down.) 
I.O.:  I now declare and proclaim each and every one of you a 

Cootie and entitled to the secret work of this degree. 
I.O.:  Provost Marshal, you will instruct these newly made Cooties 

in the secret signs and password of the Third Degree.  (See 
secret instructions for the Third Degree.) 

I.O.:  (When the P.M. has finished.)  Now that the degree work has 
been dispensed with, has anything of importance been 
overlooked?  I shall be glad to answer any questions 
concerning the Military Order of the Cootie. 

I.O.:  Since you newly made Cooties are no members of our 
organization, it is only necessary for me to establish your Pup 
Tent.   
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By authority of the Supreme Commander, I now declare this to 
be a Pup Tent of the Military Order of the Cootie of the 
United States, henceforth known as 
________________________  Pup Tent No. ________, 
Fertile Hunting Grounds of _____________(Name of state), 
Military Order of the Cootie, and entitle to all privileges and 
rights of this organization so long as its members comply 
with our laws and those of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

I.O.:  I now declare a recess of five minutes. 
(After recess, the Scratch is called to order by the I.O. and the Pup 
Tent Shavetails are installed.) 

INSTITUTION OF A GRAND PUP TENT 
I.O.:  (Calls meeting to Order.)  Comrades, I have been authorized 

by the Supreme Commander to institute this Grand Pup Tent 
in accordance with the By-Laws of this organization.  (Reads 
the warrant.) 

I.O.:  I invite Cootie ____________________ to be Acting 
Adjutant; Cootie ______________ to be Acting Chaplain; 
and Cootie ____________________ to be Acting Provost 
Marshal. 

I.O.:  Cooties, I am present to institute the Grand Pup Tent of 
___________ (state) in accordance with the By-Laws of this 
organization and Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States. 

I.O.:  Acting Adjutant – you will call the names and numbers of 
each Pup Tent.  As your Pup Tent name is called, the Seam 
Squirrel and Shavetails please rise, respond “Present”, and 
remain standing.  The Acting Provost Marshal will escort 
each Seam Squirrel and Shavetails of the proposed Grand of 
__________ to the Altar. 

I.O.:  Acting Adjutant, have you satisfied yourself that all present 
are eligible according to the By-Laws? 

Acting Adjutant:  I have. 
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I.O.: Seam Squirrels, do you and your Pup Tent Shavetails pledge 
themselves to comply with all the rules and regulations 
governing this Grand Pup Tent as prescribed by the By-Laws 
of the Military Order of the Cootie and the Constitution and 
By-Laws of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States? 

RESPONSE:  I solemnly pledge. 
I.O.:  (Two raps of the gavel).  Attention, Uncover, Parade Rest.  

The Acting Chaplain will offer the Prayer. 
I.O.: As you were. (Raps the gavel once.)  I declare the Grand of 

____________ duly instituted.  There will now be a five 
minute recess.  The Grand Officers will be installed following 
the recess. 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 
Set up hall prior to the opening.  Place the Flag, Bible and Altar at the station 
of the Seam Squirrel.  Place a candle holder and candle at all officers’ stations 
to be lit during the service.  All officers to be in following stations at the call 
to order: 

Pup Tent and sentry in front of Hungry Cootie’s station. 
 Sky Pilot will take station to the left of the Seam Squirrel. 
 Wreaths set at foot of the Altar in front of the S.S station. 
 Flags of the Cooties, Post(s) and American Standard in proper places. 
 (Grave and Cross at Sky Pilot’s station.) 

S.S.:  Listen Cooties, Comrades, Sisters and Friends of the VFW and 
Cooties.  We are here to commemorate the memory of our 
departed Comrades and Cooties. 

The Military Order of the Cootie is not solely a fun 
organization.  Serious thoughts are given to our departed, and 
it is to these that we pay our respect at this time.  I 
respectfully request that there by no smoking and talking 
during this ceremony.  Silence is strictly essential while the 
service is being held. 

S.S.: Provost Marshal, is all prepared to proceed with the ceremony? 
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P.M.:  (The P.M. advances to the center of the floor and faces the 
S.S. station.)  Seam Squirrel, all has been prepared. 

S.S.:  It is well.  You will assume your station and remain standing 
and answer the roll call of the Pup Tent as called by the 
Hungry Cootie. 

S.S.:  Hungry Cootie, you will call the roll of the Pup Tent. 
H.C.:  (After the Roll Call) Seam Squirrel, the roll has been called 

and all accounted for except the following ______.  (numbers 
only will be given) 

S.S.:  It is well.  You may resume your duties. 
S.S.:  Sky Pilot, you will place the wreaths on the grave in memory 

of our departed Comrades and Cooties.   
S.P.:  (S.P. takes wreaths or flowers and places them on the grave.)  

To the memory of our departed. (Returns to their station for 
prayer.) 

S.P.:  When the call of our Country was heard, these Comrades 
answered.  Self was forgotten in the cause of the greater 
good.  As brave men and women, they marched away with an 
abiding faith in their God, their Country and their Flag.  The 
red of our Country’s Flag was made redder still by their 
heroism; the white more stainlessly pure by motives which 
impelled them; and in the starry field of our Nation’s 
Glorious Banner, the blue has been glorified by the service 
they have given for American ideals.  As Comrade after 
Comrade departs, we march on with ranks growing thinner.  
God of Battles, Father of all, Amidst this we see Thy hand.  
We beseech Thee, look in mercy upon all here assembled 
with Thine own ternderness.  Heavenly Father, bless our 
Country with Freedom, Peace and Righteousness, and 
through Thy Sovereign and Holy Spirit’s favor, may we all 
meet at last before Thy Throne of Grace in Heaven.  And to 
Thy Great Name shall be praise forever and forever.  Amen. 

 
DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER:  (OPTIONAL) 
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BURIAL RITUAL 
S.S.: Attention! 

We are here assembled to pay our last tribute of respect to our 
departed Cootie.  When the call of our country was heard, 
Cootie (name of deceased) answered.  Self was forgotten in 
the cause of the greater good.  As a brave man/woman they 
marched away with an abiding faith in their God, their 
country and their flag.  The red of our Country’s Flag was 
made redder still by their heroism; the white more stainlessly 
pure by motives which impelled them; and in the starry field 
of our Nation’s Glorious Banner, the blue has been glorified 
by the service they have given for American ideals. 

Uncover. Parade Rest. 
The Sky Pilot will invoke the Divine blessing. 

 

PRAYER 
S.P.:  Almighty and merciful God, Father of All, amidst these 

monuments of the dead we see Thy hand.   In the depth of our 
sorrow we realize the truth of the inspired words:  “I am the 
resurrection and the life; he that believeth in Me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live.” 

As Cootie after Cootie departs, we march on with the ranks 
growing thinner.  Help us to be faithful unto Thee and to one 
another.  We beseech Thee, look in mercy upon all of us here 
assembled, and with Thine own tenderness, console and 
comfort those bereaved by the hand of death.  Give them the 
“oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit 
of heaviness.”  Heavenly Father, bless our country with 
freedom, peace and righteousness, and through Thy sovereign 
and Holy Spirit’s favor, may we all meet at last before Thy 
Throne of Grace in Heaven.  And to Thy Great Name shall be 
praise forever and forever.  Amen. 
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(All Cooties repeat Amen and replace their covers.  Assume the 
position of At Ease.  If a choir, quartet or soloist is present, an 
appropriate hymn may be sung, preferably Sleep Soldier Boy.) 
S.S.:  (Read the following or extemporize.)  One by one, as the years 

roll on, we are called upon to fulfill these sad duties of 
respect to our departed Cooties.  The present, full of the cares 
that best all nations, whether engaged in war or peace, fades 
away as we look back on the day this Cootie left home to 
defend their country.  Imbued by a spirit of devotion and 
inspired by an undying love of their native land, they gladly 
went forth and joined with Cooties, both young and old, to 
preserve our heritage of freedom.  We trust that the example 
set by our Cootie will prove a glorious beacon to the youth of 
our country, who may be called upon to uphold the honor of 
our flag. 

As the years roll on, we too, shall have finished our flight, shall 
be laid to rest, and our souls follow the long column to the 
realms above, as all-enfolding death, hour by hour, shall mark 
his recruits.  Cooties, let us so live that when the Keeper of 
the Eternal Records shall have called our names for the last 
time, those we leave behind may say of us, as we now say of 
this Cootie, “Here lies all that is mortal of a true-hearted 
Cootie, and a fearless defender of their country and flag.” 

S.S.:  Shavertails, you will now perform the last duties of your 
stations. 

H.G.:  (Places a sprig of evergreen upon the casket.)  On behalf of 
_____________ Pup Tent No. ________, Military Order of 
the Cootie, I present this tribute as a symbol of our undying 
love for our Cootie. 

B.B.:  (Places white flowers upon the casket.)  I place this symbol of 
purity upon this casket, and may each future generation 
emulate the unselfish devotion to duty if the lowliest of our 
Cooties. 

P.M.:  (Places a laurel wreath upon the casket.)  We place this last 
token of affection from the Cooties in arms upon the casket of 
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our departed Cootie and crown their immortal dust with this 
symbol of victory. 

S.S.:  (Gently holds up one corner of the regulation flag covering the 
casket OR places a small American flag on the casket if none 
there.)  On behalf of our glorious republic, for whose 
integrity our Cootie of the Military Order of the Cootie 
enlisted and served, we place upon their casket this emblem 
of our country, a country whose arms are always open to 
shelter the oppressed. 

(If the casket is to be interred, the small flag, if used, will be placed 
at the head of the grave, never to be covered with earth.) 
S.P.:  (S.P. shall repeat the following or make an address of similar 
length.)   

The march of our Cootie is over and he lieth down in he house 
appointed for all living.  This grave reminds us of the frailty 
of human life and tenure by which we hold our own.  In such 
an hours as we think not, the final summons may come which 
no one disobeys. 

It seems fitting that we should leave our Cootie to rest under 
the arching sky, as they did when they pitched their tent or 
laid down in days gone by, weary and footsore by the 
roadside, or on the field of battle.  Our departed Cooties of 
the Navy no longer hear the sound of the waves or float upon 
the bosom of the deep; no longer sail beneath peaceful skies, 
nor are driven before the angry storm. 

May each of us, when our voyage and battles of life are over, 
find a welcome in that region of the blest where there is no 
more storm-tossed sea, nor scorching battlefield.  Our Cootie 
is in the hands of our Heavenly Father, and “God giveth His 
beloved sleep.” 

They will be laid to rest, but let us cherish their virtues and 
learn to imitate them, reminded by the place they fill no more, 
that our ranks are thinning.  Let each one be so faithful in the 
remaining marches, that they will ne ready to fall out take 
their place in the great review hereafter; not in doubt, but 
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with faith that the merciful Captain of our Salvation will call 
them to that fraternity which on earth and in heaven remains 
unbroken. 

 

COMMITTAL 
S.P.: (Or Minister)  The Master saith, “Thou brother shall rise again.  

I am the resurrection and the life.” 
(This paragraph to be used at the discretion of the Pup Tent.) 

Dust shall be returned to dust and spirit to God who gave it.  
Earth to earth, ashes to ashes and spirit unto the Great Spirit 
that watcheth over the lives and souls of men.  Amen. 

ALL COOTIES:  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
S.P.:  May the blessing and benediction of heaven be upon us and 

our Cooties wherever dispersed the world over.  Amen. 
(At the grave, the Seam Squirrel gives the signal to the firing squad, 
which fires three volleys.) 
S.S.:  Present Arms! 
(The bugle sounds Taps.  The Pup Tent colors only, drooping full, 
fly over the grave.) 
S.S.:  Order, Arms! 
(War Department regulations governing the conduct of a military 
funeral provide that at the conclusion of Taps, the body bearers shall 
fold the internment flag and present it to the cemetery representative 
or funeral director for transmittal to the next of kin.) 
 
When the grave side services are concluded, the Sky Pilot remains to 
render any assistance required by the family.  All others may leave 
at this point. 
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CEREMONY FOR DRAPING THE CHARTER 
S.S.:  (After motion from floor or as requested)  Provost Marshal, 

you will obtain drape in preparation for draping the charter.  
(P.M. obtains drape, proceeds to the Altar and salutes S.S.) 

S.S.:  (Raps gavel twice)  Members rise and face the charter at 
attention.  Provost Marshal, you will no drape our charter in 
memory of our beloved Cootie _____________ who has 
passed on. 

(P.M. proceeds to the charter and drapes it.) 
S.S.:  (While P.M. is draping the charter)  By so doing, we as 

members of ____________ Pup Tent _______ offer solemn 
tribute to our departed Cootie. 

(P.M. returns to the Altar, salutes S.S. and returns to their station.) 
S.S:  Cooties, Present Arms!  (Pause)  Order Arms! 
S.S.:  Sky Pilot.  Cooties, Uncover, Parade Rest. 
S.P.:  (Proceeds to the Altar)  Our Heavenly Father, the march of our 

Cootie is over and they lieth down in the house appointed for 
all the living.  The Master saith, “Thy brother shall rise again, 
for I am the resurrection and the life; he that believeth in Me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live.”  We beseech Thee to 
look in mercy on their bereaved family and to Thy name shall 
be praise forever and ever.  Amen. 

S.S:  Attention, Cover. (S.S. raps gavel once to seat member.) 
(Charters should be draped for thirty (30) days for all deceased 
Cooties.) 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS 

1. Opening of Scratch in accordance with M.O.C. Ritual
2. Opening Prayer
3. Roll Call of Shavetails 
4. Reading of applications for membership
5. Report of Investigating Committee
6. Balloting 
7. Initiation (any degree)
8. Secret work of the Military Order of the Cootie 
9. Ceremonial 
10. Reading of Minutes of Previous Scratch 
11. Reading of Official and Other Communications
12. Report of Custodian of the Crummy Duffel Bag (C.C.D.B.) in detal
13. Reading of Bills -  Actions to be taken
14. Is there a Cootie or a family of a Cootie in distress?
15. Reports of Committees – Standing and Special
16. Remember out National Home 
17. Report of the Hungry Cootie in detail 
18. Unfinished Business 
19. New Business 
20. Good of the Scratch 
21. Closing the Scratch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


